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PREMIER — LNG2019 AND CHINA VISIT 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.02 pm]: As Premier, I am committed to promoting our state, to 
help boost our economy and create jobs for Western Australians. To this end, I travelled to China from 31 March to 
5 April 2019 to represent Western Australia at the 19th International Conference and Exhibition on Liquefied Natural 
Gas—that is, LNG2019—and attend other key meetings and events. My presence at LNG2019 was at the request 
of members of the LNG jobs taskforce, which I chair. As a result, I met with key global liquefied natural gas and 
gas companies, including global executives of Shell, Chevron and Inpex, along with the senior executives of 
Woodside Energy and Santos. My focus was to position WA as a global LNG hub, servicing Australia and the 
broader Asia–Pacific region. I also met with key industry suppliers such as McDermott and Bechtel to encourage 
further opportunities in WA for the delivery of key engineering, construction and other services. 
At LNG2019, I announced that my government has teamed up with the University of Western Australia and the 
LNG industry, led by Chevron, to develop a world-class microscale LNG plant, as part of an LNG futures facility 
in Kwinana. The state government will provide $10 million and grant suitable land in the Kwinana industrial 
precinct to support the development, which will position Western Australia as a global leader in the development 
and testing of new technologies and processes, with the potential to create up to 1 400 jobs. 
I took the opportunity to visit China BaoWu Steel Group’s hot-rolling mill and raw materials terminal, which takes 
delivery of Western Australia’s iron ore. Western Australia is the largest provider of iron ore to BaoWu Steel, 
accounting for 65 per cent of the iron ore imports delivered to the terminal. I met the president of BaoWu Steel, 
who noted that the sustainable development of Western Australia’s iron ore industry and the good quality of our 
ore would help to ensure the continuance of our substantial export to BaoWu Steel into the future. 
I had a constructive discussion and a productive meeting with the new president of China Eastern Airlines, and 
explored the opportunity for direct flights between Perth and Shanghai. A lot of work has gone into developing 
this opportunity and I am hopeful of a positive outcome for the state. 
A roundtable discussion gave me the opportunity to meet and exchange views with 18 leading Chinese education 
agents. Discussions were optimistic and demonstrated strong people-to-people ties, with many participants having 
previously studied or worked in Western Australia. 
Finally, I had the opportunity to meet more than 50 residents of Shanghai who had travelled to Western Australia 
in early March to capture on camera some of the incredible locations across our state. Many of the photographs 
will be exhibited at the largest digital camera mall in eastern China and featured on a lifestyle and leisure program 
on Shanghai television. 
I take this opportunity to thank staff at the Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation for helping to organise 
the mission. I give special thanks to Juan Lu, Stuart Crockett, Brodie Carr and Andy Xu for their help in China. 
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